
Using cantillation marks to break Biblical verses into units for teaching purposes
Adapted from Mordechai Breuer, Ta’amei Hamikra (Hebrew, Jerusalem 1989) ; any errors are mine.

Mark Name Rank Where it occurs Significance

:eu �xp ;ux
j·b,t <<<<

Sof Pasuk 
(end of verse)

Etnach

Emperors end of verse

mid-verse (only
one per verse)

>>>>
very high

v ­jpy Tifcha
King always last break

before an
emperor; never
missing.

usually minimal

iu ºye ;ez<<<
ķudx<<<

Zakef Katon

Segol

Kings
There is always a
tifcha between
them and the
Emperor

>>>
usually very high;
the most useful
other than
Emperors

ku ¾sd ;ez Zakef Gadol King
Like a Zakef
Katon, but on a
single word

less important

rh ²c, Tevir Prince
Always last prince
(if there is one)
before a Tifcha

less important

¹tyap
»terz

Pashta Prince
Always last prince
before a Zakef
Katon and Segol
respectively

minimal
importance

ch,hµ Yetiv Prince Always last prince
before a Zakef
Katon, on a single
word

less important

h Àghcr<< Revi’i Prince
There is always
another prince
between it and the
next king

>>
Next meaningful
break after zakef
or segol, but
doesn’t break unit

a ¹rd Garesh Minister
last minister
before a prince

minimal except for
indicating a long
unit

oh ºard Grashayim Minister
like Garesh, but
on a single word

minimal except for
indicating a long
unit

r¿zp <
vkus Âd vahk,

Pazer

Tlisha Gdola
Ministers

come before
another minister

> minimal break,
belongs to a
significantly long
unit 

Short Rule:  search for pairs of dots (Zakef and Segol).  Each breaks the area between itself and the
following Etnach or Sof Pasuk.  If necessary, break the resulting sections at single dots (revi’i).
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